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E.O.l 1652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF, TH, LA 

SUBJECT: THAI POLICY ON NEW REFUGEES 

REF: BANGKOK 8817 

SUMMARY: IN A VISIT TO THE AREA AROUND THE CHIANG KHONG REFUGEE 
CAMP WE WERE UNABLE TO CONFIRM REPORTS THAT TWELVE REFUGEES 
HAD BEEN MURDERED BY LAO OFFICIALS AFTER BEING PUSHED BACK 
INTO LAOS BY THAI AUTHORITIES. WHETHER THE STORY IS TRUE OR 
NOT, ITS WIDESPREAD CIRCULATION APPEARS TO HAVE INSURED THAT 
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FOR THE TIME BEING THAI OFFICIALS IN THAT AREA WILL NOT HERD 
NEW ARRIVALS BACK ACROSS THE BORDER. END SUMMARY. 

1 . THE EMBASSY REFUGEE COORDINATOR AND THE CONSUL SPENT 
MARCH 24 IN CHIANG KHONG DISTRICT AND IN CHIANG RAI CITY LOOK- 
ING INTO REPORTS THAT TWELVE REFUGEES HAD RECENTLY BERN 
MURDERED FOLLOWING THEIR FORCED RETURN TO LAOS. THE SITUA- 
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TION WAS DISCUSSED WITH LOCAL RESIDENTS, REFUGEES IN THE CAMP 
AT CHIANG KHONG, SEVERAL THAI OFFICIALS INCLUDING THE PROVINCE 
VICE GOVERNOR, AND SOME NEWLY ARRIVED MEO REFUGEES. 

2. WE CONFIRMED DEFINITELY THAT THERE HAS BEEN AT LEAST WO 
INSTANCES IN WHICH THAI GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS SENT REFUGEES 
BACK INTO LAOS. ONE OF THESE WAS A GROUP OF FOURTY-FOUR 
MEO. AFTER RETURNING TO LAOS THEY AVOIDED CONTACT WITH 
LAO OFFICIALS, WANDERED AROUND INSIDE LAOS FOR A DAY OR 
TWO, AND THEN CROSSED BACK INTO THAILAND. THEY RETURNED TO 
THAILAND A COUPLE OF DAYS BEFORE WE ARRIVED AND WERE BEING 
DETAINED AT THE CHIANG KHONG DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS WHERE 
WE TALKED WITH SOME OF THEM. MEMBERS OF THIS GROUP WITH 
WHOM WE TALKED REPORTED THAT THEY HAD HEARD FIRING WHILE 
INSIDE LAOS AND CLAIMED THAT THEY HAD HEARD THERE WERE 
PEOPLE BEING KILLED. HOWEVER, WE DID NOT FIND ANY EYE 
WITNESSES AMONG THE PEOPLE WE TALKED TO DESPITE THAT FACT 
THAT ONE OF THE STORIES CIRCULATING IN THE CAMP CLAIMED 
THESE SAME REFUGEES WERE THE SOURCE OF THE STORY OF TWELVE 
REFUGEES BEING KILLED. 

3. EVEN THOUGH WE WERE UNABLE TO FIND ANYONE WHO WOULD 
VERIFY THE SOTRY, THE STORY HAS BEEN WIDELY CIRCULATED 
THROUGH THE CAMP AND AMONG THE CHIANG RAI THAI OFFICIALS. 

THE VICE GOVERNOR CONFIRMED THE FACT THAT SUCH A STORY WAS 
CIRCULATING. HE CLAIMED THAT THE STORY HAD BEEN THOROUGHLY 
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INVESTIGATED AND EXPRESSED HIS OWN PERSONAL OPINION THAT IT 
WASN'T BASED ON FACT. 

4. STILL, WHETHER OR NOT THEY BELIEVE THE STORY THAT 
TWELVE REFUGEES WERE RECENTLY KILLED, IT APPEARS THAT 
NONE OF THE THAI GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS WERE ANXIOUS TO 
PUSH ANY MORE OF THE REFUGEES BACK INTO LAOS. THE 
FORTY-FOUR MEO LIVING IN THE DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS ARE 
SETTLED INTO PLACE AND ARE WAITING SOME KIND OF DECISION 
ABOUT WHERE THEY WOULD BE SENT NEXT. THERE WAS NO INDII- 
CATION THAT ANYONE WAS PLANNING ON PUSHING THEM BACK INTO 
LAOS ONE MORE TIME. WE ALSO HEARD THAT THERE ARE TWENTY- 
EIGHT YAO REFUGEES UNDER DETENTION AT A BORDER PATROL POLICE 
STATION BETWEEN CHIANG KHONG AND CHIANG SAEN. (ACCORD- 
ING TO ONE REPORT IN THE CAMP THE YAO WERE ALLOWED INTO 
THAILAND BECAUSE THEY HAD PAID OFF SOME THAI GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALS.) 

5. WHILE WE WERE UNABLE TO CONFIRM THAT THE KILLINGS 
ACTUALLY TOOK PLACE WE MUST ADMIT THE STORY MAY WELL 
BE TRUE. HOWEVER, WHETHER THE STORY IS TRUE OR NOT, THE 
ATTENTION IT HAS DRAWN, AS WELL AS THAT INTEREST DEMON- 
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STRATED BY UNHCR OFFICIALS AND BY MEMBERS OF THE EMBASSY 
AND CONSULATE STAFF, WILL PROBABLY INSURE THAT NO OFFI- 
CIAL IN CHIANG RAI IS GOING TO ORDER ANY GROUPS BACK 
INTO LAOS IN THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE. INSTEAD EVERYONE AP- 
PEARS TO BE INCLINED TO FOLLOW A POLICY OF HOLDING SUCH 
REFUGEES UNTIL SOME KIND OF DETERMINATION CAN BE MADE 
ABOUT WHETHER OR NOT THEY WILL BE ALLOWED INTO THE UNHCR 
SPONSORED CAMPS OR SENT TO THE RECENTLY CONSTRUCTED BUT 
STILL EMPTY CAMP AT MAE CHAN. 

TANNER UNQUOTE 
WHITEHOUSE 
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